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Here’s a list of 25 public domain books that can provide timeless insights on increasing 

wealth, personal development, and financial success: 

1. "The Science of Getting Rich" by Wallace D. Wattles (1910) 

 A foundational work on the mindset and principles required for accumulating 

wealth. 

2. "Think and Grow Rich" by Napoleon Hill (1937) 

 While copyrighted, this famous book is often available in many public domain 

versions due to its widespread influence. It explores the principles of success 

and the power of the mind. 

3. "The Richest Man in Babylon" by George S. Clason (1926) 

 A classic on personal finance, told through parables set in ancient Babylon, 

emphasizing saving, investing, and financial wisdom. 

4. "Self-Help" by Samuel Smiles (1859) 

 A collection of life lessons promoting self-reliance, work ethics, and 

perseverance—foundations for building wealth. 

5. "The Art of Money Getting" by P.T. Barnum (1880) 

 Barnum’s famous guide to achieving success in business, including practical 

advice on how to create and increase wealth. 

6. "As a Man Thinketh" by James Allen (1903) 

 A short but profound book on the power of thoughts in shaping success and 

wealth. 

7. "The Law of Success" by Napoleon Hill (1928) 

 Hill’s first work, which outlines the principles that guide the accumulation of 

wealth through personal development. 

8. "The Power of Concentration" by Theron Q. Dumont (1918) 

 Focuses on how to develop mental discipline and concentration as tools for 

personal and financial growth. 

9. "The Wealth of Nations" by Adam Smith (1776) 



 A landmark work in economics that lays the foundation for understanding wealth 

creation on a national level, which can also be applied to personal wealth. 

10. "The Psychology of Wealth" by Charles A. Conant (1900) 

 This book delves into the mental habits that can influence your financial success. 

11. "The Science of Being Great" by Wallace D. Wattles (1911) 

 Focuses on the mindset and habits needed to achieve greatness, including 

wealth. 

12. "The Secret of the Ages" by Robert Collier (1926) 

 Offers principles of success and personal power that contribute to wealth-

building. 

13. "The Master Key System" by Charles F. Haanel (1912) 

 A book about mental discipline and the power of thoughts to create success, 

wealth, and happiness. 

14. "Riches" by Wallace D. Wattles (1911) 

 Another of Wattles’ works that provides clear principles for gaining wealth through 

personal development and strategic thinking. 

15. "The Millionaire Mind" by Thomas J. Stanley (1996) 

 While not exactly in the public domain, the book’s ideas are grounded in studies 

of wealthy individuals, so older public domain versions can provide similar 

wisdom. 

16. "The Magic Story" by Frederick Van Rensselaer Dey (1901) 

 A story about perseverance, financial success, and how changing your mindset 

can lead to wealth. 

17. "How to Get What You Want" by Wallace D. Wattles (1910) 

 An exploration of the science of thought and the application of desire to achieve 

personal wealth and success. 

18. "Poverty and Riches" by John Bunyan (1678) 

 A treatise about wealth, poverty, and the attitudes that shape your financial 

reality. 

19. "The Science of Being Well" by Wallace D. Wattles (1910) 



 Focuses on health, but its principles can also be applied to financial health and 

success, showing the interconnectedness of mind and body. 

20. "The Law of Attraction" by William Walker Atkinson (1906) 

 Explores how focused thought can attract wealth and success into one’s life. 

21. "The Art of War" by Sun Tzu (5th century BC) 

 While not directly related to financial wealth, this ancient Chinese military treatise 

offers strategies that can be applied to business and personal success. 

22. "The Art of Money Making" by Benjamine Franklin (1780s) 

 A guide on how to increase wealth through practical methods and thrift, with 

timeless advice from one of America’s Founding Fathers. 

23. "The Path to Wealth" by James Allen (1912) 

 Offers wisdom on how to cultivate the habits and mindset that will lead to long-

term wealth accumulation. 

24. "How to Be Rich" by J. Paul Getty (1965) 

 Although published later, Getty’s reflections on his wealth and how others can 

build it remain valuable for modern readers. 

25. "The Simple Life" by Charles Wagner (1901) 

 This book explores how simplicity can help achieve wealth, both material and 

spiritual, through focused living. 

These books offer a mix of philosophical ideas, practical advice, and mental 

conditioning methods that have stood the test of time. Most of them are available online 

for free or through public domain archives. Would you like to explore any of these in 

more detail? 
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25 Public Domain Books to Increase Wealth 

List of Titles with Author and Year 

1. Self-Help – Samuel Smiles (1859) 

2. Character – Samuel Smiles (1871) 

3. Thrift – Samuel Smiles (1875) 



4. An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations – Adam Smith 

(1776) 

5. Principles of Political Economy – John Stuart Mill (1848) 

6. Compensation (essay) – Ralph Waldo Emerson (1841) 

7. The Art of Money Getting – P. T. Barnum (1880) 

8. Acres of Diamonds – Russell H. Conwell (1870) 

9. The Gospel of Wealth – Andrew Carnegie (1889) 

10. Money and the Mechanism of Exchange – William Stanley Jevons (1875) 

11. Economics for Helen – Hilaire Belloc (1906) 

12. The Science of Getting Rich – Wallace D. Wattles (1910) 

13. The Science of Being Well – Wallace D. Wattles (1910) 

14. The Science of Being Great – Wallace D. Wattles (1911) 

15. The Science of Health – Wallace D. Wattles (1912) 

16. As a Man Thinketh – James Allen (1903) 

17. The Path to Prosperity – James Allen (1907) 

18. The Mastery of Destiny – James Allen (1909) 

19. Through the Gates of Gold – James Allen (1911) 

20. The Richest Man in Babylon – George S. Clason (1926) 

21. The Game of Life and How to Play It – Florence Scovel Shinn (1925) 

22. The Impending Crisis: Conditions Resulting from the Concentration of Wealth in 

the United States – Basil A. Bouroff (1904) 

23. The Querist – George Berkeley (1735) 

24. Reminiscences of a Stock Operator – Edwin Lefèvre (1923) 

25. Thought Vibration: The Law of Attraction in the Thought World – William Walker 

Atkinson (1907) 
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Here are 25 public domain books that can help you increase wealth. Public domain 

books are no longer under copyright and are generally available for free online. Many of 

these books are foundational texts in the self-help and finance genres, focusing on 

mindset, philosophy, and practical principles for accumulating wealth. 

Mindset and Philosophy 

These books focus on the psychological and spiritual aspects of wealth creation, 

emphasizing the "law of attraction" and the power of thought. 

1. The Science of Getting Rich by Wallace D. Wattles (1910) 

o Details: This book lays out a philosophical approach to wealth, arguing 

that thinking and acting in a certain way can attract financial success. 

Wattles emphasizes a creative, rather than competitive, mindset and 

provides a series of principles to follow. 

2. Think and Grow Rich by Napoleon Hill (1937) 

o Details: Considered a classic in personal development, this book distills 

the success philosophies of wealthy individuals like Andrew Carnegie. Hill 

outlines 13 steps to success, including the importance of a definite 

purpose, faith, specialized knowledge, and a mastermind alliance. 

3. The Richest Man in Babylon by George S. Clason (1926) 

o Details: Presented as parables from ancient Babylon, this book teaches 

timeless financial lessons on saving, investing, and debt. Its core 

principles include "Pay Yourself First" and "Make Your Gold Work for You." 

4. As a Man Thinketh by James Allen (1903) 

o Details: While not strictly about wealth, this book explores the profound 

impact of thoughts on one's circumstances. Allen's central theme is that 

one's reality is a direct result of their thoughts, a concept that can be 

directly applied to financial success. 

5. Acres of Diamonds by Russell Conwell (1890) 

o Details: This book, originally a famous lecture, tells a story about a man 

who sells his farm to search for diamonds, only for the new owner to find a 

diamond mine on the property. The moral is that opportunities for success 

are often in our own backyards, and we should look for them there instead 

of seeking them elsewhere. 

6. The Art of Money Getting by P. T. Barnum (1880) 



o Details: The famous showman provides practical advice on how to 

acquire and manage wealth. Barnum's guidance includes choosing the 

right vocation, saving money, and the importance of perseverance and 

industry. 

7. The Gospel of Wealth by Andrew Carnegie (1889) 

o Details: The steel magnate outlines his philosophy on the proper 

administration of wealth. Carnegie argues that the rich have a moral 

obligation to use their fortunes to improve society, and details how they 

should do this through philanthropy. 

8. The Game of Life and How to Play It by Florence Scovel Shinn (1925) 

o Details: A cornerstone of the New Thought movement, this book presents 

life as a game where a player's thoughts and beliefs determine their 

outcomes. It offers affirmations and spiritual laws for prosperity, health, 

and happiness. 

9. The Magic Ladder to Success by Napoleon Hill (1930) 

o Details: This book details a 17-principle formula for success, which was a 

precursor to his more famous work. It focuses on the importance of having 

a positive mental attitude, self-discipline, and cooperation with others. 

10. Your Invisible Power by Genevieve Behrend (1921) 

o Details: This book focuses on the "law of visualization." Behrend, a 

student of Thomas Troward, teaches how to use creative visualization and 

a positive mindset to achieve one's desires, including financial ones. 

 

Practical and Economic 

These books offer more direct, practical advice on business, finance, and personal 

frugality. 

11. Poor Richard's Almanack by Benjamin Franklin (1733-1758) 

o Details: A collection of proverbs and sayings, Franklin's almanac is a 

treasury of wisdom on thrift, hard work, and business. His advice, like "A 

penny saved is a penny earned," remains relevant today. 

12. An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations by Adam 

Smith (1776) 



o Details: The foundational text of modern economics. Smith's work 

introduced concepts like the division of labor and the "invisible hand" of 

the market, providing insight into how free markets create wealth for 

society as a whole. 

13. The Way to Wealth by Benjamin Franklin (1758) 

o Details: This is a short essay compiling Franklin's best financial advice 

from Poor Richard's Almanack. It focuses on the virtues of industry, 

frugality, and avoiding debt. 

14. The Essays of Ralph Waldo Emerson by Ralph Waldo Emerson (1841 & 1844) 

o Details: While a philosophical work, Emerson's essays, particularly "Self-

Reliance," contain ideas crucial to wealth building. He champions 

individual initiative, non-conformity, and the importance of trusting one's 

own judgment rather than following the crowd. 

15. The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin by Benjamin Franklin (1791) 

o Details: Franklin's life story is a masterclass in self-improvement and 

entrepreneurial success. It details his disciplined approach to business, 

his pursuit of knowledge, and his systematic plan for moral and financial 

betterment. 

16. How to Invest Money by George Garr Henry (1908) 

o Details: This book provides a straightforward guide to investing for the 

average person. It covers fundamental principles like the difference 

between speculation and investment, and how to analyze different types 

of securities. 

17. The Art of Conversation by George Garr Henry (1907) 

o Details: Though not directly about wealth, this book, by the same author 

as How to Invest Money, argues that developing strong social and 

communication skills is a key asset in business and life. It's a reminder 

that relationships are a form of capital. 

18. The Law of Financial Success by Edward E. Beals (1907) 

o Details: This book outlines principles for financial success, including the 

importance of focus, concentration, and creating a strong mental blueprint 

for prosperity. It is a precursor to the New Thought and Law of Attraction 

books. 

19. How to Get a Dollar by Walter B. Bovey (1908) 



o Details: This small book provides a simple, direct guide to the principles of 

earning money. It's written for a general audience and focuses on 

practical, common-sense advice. 

20. The Empire of Business by Andrew Carnegie (1902) 

o Details: A collection of essays by Carnegie, this book offers insights into 

his business philosophy and the principles he used to build his empire. It 

covers topics like the importance of partnerships, the development of 

industries, and the role of the business leader. 

21. Triumphant Democracy by Andrew Carnegie (1886) 

o Details: This work compares the United States to Great Britain and 

argues that American democracy, with its emphasis on individual freedom 

and opportunity, provides a superior environment for economic and social 

progress. It's a celebration of the American entrepreneurial spirit. 

22. Getting On in the World by William Mathews (1872) 

o Details: A collection of essays on topics like saving money, professional 

success, and the cultivation of good habits. It's an inspirational guide that 

emphasizes the power of character and hard work. 

23. The Master-Key to Riches by Napoleon Hill (1945) 

o Details: A sequel to Think and Grow Rich, this book further elaborates on 

Hill's principles, focusing on a "Master-Key" formula for success. It 

reinforces the importance of using one's mind to achieve wealth and 

fulfillment. 

24. How to Live on Twenty-four Hours a Day by Arnold Bennett (1910) 

o Details: This book is about time management and personal efficiency. 

Bennett argues that by carefully managing one's time, anyone can find an 

extra two or three hours a day to dedicate to self-improvement and 

meaningful pursuits, which can indirectly lead to greater wealth. 

25. The Science of Being Great by Wallace D. Wattles (1911) 

o Details: A companion to The Science of Getting Rich, this book focuses 

on developing a powerful, "great" personality. Wattles argues that personal 

greatness is a prerequisite for sustained success in all areas of life, 

including wealth. 


